
ADDENDUM TO PROPOSED UPC SYMBOL
SPECIFICATIONS REVISION NO.1,

OCTOBER, 1972

This addendum has been prepared in
response to questions raised and
suggestions made by grocery
manufacturers at the Plaza Hotel meeting
on October 6, 1972. It particularly
addresses the following:

1) How to put symbols on problem items,
and
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2) Print quality
printing press.
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APPENDIX B

B 1.0 INTRODUCTI()N

SYMBOL VARIATI()NS

Some grocery ite~s require a sYMbol with proportions which
are different than tho~e of the regular symhol as define~
in Drawing 6.1. The sy~ol variations descrihed in this
Appendix are versions of the regular syMbol. They have
the same properties and requirements as the regular sy~hol
except as noted in the sections of this Appendix. The
s~mbol variations are shown in Figure B1.0.

B2.0 F()LDED SYMBOL

Figure B2.0 and Drawing 6.3 sho,,'a "folded" sY1"1bol. Note
that the two five-digit .field~ are stacked one over the
other in the folded symbol instead of heing placed side
b~' side as in the rec:ular syrrJ:>ol;hoth end characters are
on the left, and the fixed "center" pattern acquires a
third bar and is coded 010101.

The folded symbol is totally ornni<'lirectiona.lwhen scanned
by the fixed head scanner which scans the re<.:ularsY1"1hol.
HO"Tever, if a hand-held pencil-type wand is used two passes
are required to read it; for that reason, use of the folded
symhol should be restricted to iterns "mere the size and
shape of the natural hot tornprecludes use of the regular
s~'l'!lbo1.
B3.0 SLICED SYMBOLS

Section 9.4 points out that productivity tests at checkout
indicate that it is very desirahle to have the symbol on
the natural bottoms of items (See Figure R3.0). Where
it is not feasible to put either the regular s~~ol or
the folded s~mhol on the natural bottOM, use of one of
the sliced symbols (see Figures B4.0 through B8.0) is
permitted.

If it is necessaDJ to place any of the symbol versions
on a cylindrical surface, the s~mbol should be placed on
the item with the bars roughly normal to the axis of the
cylinder. When so placed there is no limit specified on
radius of cylindrical surface.

To n'inimize adverse effect on productivity, the J.en<.:th
of the hars of sliced syMbols (di1"1ension~ in Drawinqs
6.4 and 6.5) should be as large as practicable.
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